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A new service provided by Redes En Acción
will give Spanish- and English-language
news media access to nationwide

bilingual experts on a broad array of cancer
issues.

The Redes En Acción Latino Cancer 
Experts Directory is now online and can be
accessed through the Redes Web site
(www.redesenaccion.org) via a link on the
home page. The directory consists of
physicians, researchers and others who have
expertise in cancers and cancer issues of
particular significance to Latinos.

“Raising the level of awareness among our
Latino population of cancer and the wide
variety of issues related to this disease is one of
the major missions of Redes En Acción,” says
Amelie Ramirez, DrPH, Redes Principal Investigator. “Providing this directory of Spanish-
speaking experts is an innovative way to help the media – and particularly the Spanish-
language media – convey accurate and timely cancer information to the public.”

Members of the media can search the directory by state, cancer area of expertise (57
choices available), or medical specialty (21 choices). In addition, the site features a Google
Search window where journalists can type in more than one search term (e.g., Texas and
breast cancer).

After the selections are made, hitting the search button brings up a list of Latino cancer
experts who fit the search criteria. Clicking on an expert’s name produces a form that gives
more information on the individual, including his or her degree, title, institution, location,
areas of specialization and expertise, language fluency, interview preferences and contact
information. The forms can be printed or downloaded in pdf (portable document format).

The list of experts across the country currently features about 60 names of individuals,
who are all members of the Redes En Acción network. Many are widely renowned
authorities on specific areas of cancer expertise, and all have been working with and/or
conducting research in the Latino population for years.

The Redes national and regional sites are continually seeking new candidates for the
directory and will add experts from around the country on an ongoing basis.

www.redesenaccion.org
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Redes
schedules
7th NSC
meeting

E xploring ways to
amplify the impact of
Redes En Acción’s

research, training and
awareness activities
throughout the Latino
population – termed the
“Redes ripple effect” – will
be the focus of the 7th
Annual Redes En Acción
National Steering
Committee Meeting.

The meeting is
scheduled August 1-3 in
San Antonio, Texas and, as
in past meetings, will
feature a variety of
engaging speakers and
panels.

Look for highlights of
the meeting in the Fall
issue of the Redes Report.

Redes introduces experts 
resource for news media
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E sthela Escobar saw the need for breast health
education among Latinas in her community – and
she did something about it. 

“As a student in the San Ysidro
Adult School, I saw the need among
my classmates for information on breast
cancer,” she says. “I was given the
opportunity to bring someone that
would provide education and services
in this area. This inspired me to train as
a volunteer promotora (community
health advisor).” 

A native of Mexico, Esthela has served as a promotora
with the San Diego State University Foundation for the

past eight years, and is currently working with the
Pregunte sobre Poli program. Her responsibilities focus on
community education regarding colorectal cancer
screening and coordinating recruitment activities at the
San Ysidro Health Center.

As a promotora, she has been involved in several
community health projects coordinated by San Diego
State University, including Compañeras en Acción el Cáncer de
Seno (breast and cervical cancer), Proyecto Sol (smoking
cessation), Secretos De La Buena Vida (nutrition and physical
activity for families), and Aventuras Para Niños (nutrition
and physical activity for young children and their
families).

In her work, Esthela sees the many health challenges
and issues confronting men and women in the Latino
community. Helping overcome these barriers is extremely
rewarding, she notes.

“It is very gratifying for me to see my community
receive information from the different prevention
programs and for people to ask to be referred for
screening tests,” she says. “This motivates me to continue
to prepare myself so that I can provide my community
with more information.”

A W A R E N E S S

Esthela Escobar, San Diego, California

Promoting community 
breast health

R E S E A R C H

Debbie Salas-Lopez, MD, MPH, Newark, New Jersey

A cultural health care focus

D r. Debbie Salas-Lopez believes strongly in the
importance of culturally and linguistically appropriate
health care for diverse populations. Indeed, it is a

major focus of her research.
She’s currently working on two projects in this area. She

is a sub-contract Co-Principal
Investigator for a National Institutes
of Health / National Institute on
Aging grant. A second study, First
Impact: Cancer Center Outreach Initiative,
is deploying community health
outreach workers into the community
for education and outreach on cancer
screening. 

“My research interests are focused on developing
culturally responsive educational tools and evaluation
methods that lead to improvements in health processes and
care for patients,” she says.

For the past three years, Dr. Salas-Lopez has held the

position of Chief of the Division of Academic Medicine,
Geriatrics and Community Programs, which is the largest
of 13 divisions in the Department of Medicine at New
Jersey Medical School. 

In addition, she is well known in New Jersey as an
advocate for patients in the area of health policy. Her
numerous appointments include the Latino Health
Advisory Committee in New Jersey and Past Chair of the
Commission of  New Jersey’s Office of Minority and
Multicultural Health. 

Dr. Salas-Lopez became one of Redes En Acción’s many
success stories when she was awarded pilot project funding
for her study, Surgical Cultural Competency Cancer Education
Program.

“Redes En Acción has had a tremendous impact on my
career,” she says. “I was able to complete a research project
that showed how cultural competency training can make a
difference for medical residents, patients and our
community.”
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T he most reliable, up-to-date information about 
cancer is now available in Spanish, thanks to a new
National Cancer Institute (NCI) Web site –

Cancer.gov en español. 
The Web site features themes of prevention, detection,

treatment and survivorship. The new online resource includes:
• Information organized by types of cancer 
• Myths and beliefs 
• Support and resources in the community 
• Dictionary of cancer terms

For information about these topics and more, visit
http://www.cancer.gov/espanol or call NCI’s Cancer
Information Service at 1-800-4-CANCER (1-800-422-
6237). Cancer information specialists answer calls in

Spanish or English. 
The new Web site is an example of NCI efforts to reduce

cancer health disparities by making cancer information
readily available to underserved populations. 

Organizations interested in helping NCI spread the
word about the Web site can:

• Link to the site from your organization’s Web site 
(http://www.cancer.gov/espanol) 

• Publicize Cancer.gov en español in newsletters and 
listservs 

• Promote Cancer.gov en español to organization 
members, community partners and the public 

To learn about promotional materials available to
organizations, contact ncioc@mail.nih.gov.

New NCI Web site offers information en español

F or Dr. Ralph Gonzales, training
Latino physicians and researchers
is an integral component in helping

bridge Hispanic cancer health disparities.
“Latino MDs bring a unique

perspective and approach to clinical and
health services
research,
particularly relating
to issues relating to
health care
disparities and
cultural
competency,” he
says. “Because of

their life experiences, many Latinos
understand best how cultural and
socioeconomic factors influence health
care behaviors, screening and treatment
decisions by Latino patients.”

Dr. Gonzales, who was born in
Michoacan, Mexico and immigrated to
the United States with his family as a
child, is an Associate Professor of
Medicine and Associate Director of the
Roadmap K12 Multidisciplinary Clinical

Research Training Program at the
University of California, San Francisco
(UCSF). 

In addition to training junior faculty
in clinical research, he conducts research
on improving antibiotic prescribing
practices, teaches epidemiology to
medical students, provides clinical care
to patients in urgent care clinic, and
guides residents in continuity clinic
practice. In addressing disparities,
mentorship goes hand-in-hand with
training, he emphasizes.

“Effective mentorship is perhaps the
strongest predictor of future success in
research careers for many fellows and
junior faculty,” he says.

What would Dr. Gonzales say to a
Latino medical student considering a
research career? “The people I have
encountered who seem most fulfilled
with careers in research are those that
truly love the ‘process’ or the ‘journey’ to
exploring and solving research
questions…in many regards, the actual
subject matter is less relevant.”

T R A I N I N G

Ralph Gonzales, MD, MSPH, San Francisco, California

The Latino perspective
Redes pilot 

projects funded
Two pilot research projects have

been funded by the National Cancer
Institute through Redes En Acción:

• Culturally Relevant Cancer Risk 
Counseling for Underserved Latinas, 
Martin A. Perez, PhD, 
Beckman Research Institute of 
the City of Hope, Duarte, 
California, Redes Southwest 
Regional Network Center 

• Smoking Cessation in Spanish-
Speaking Hispanics, Carlos A. 
Mazas, PhD, The University of 
Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer 
Center, Redes Central Regional 
Network Center 
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National Network Center
Principal Investigator
Amelie G. Ramirez, DrPH 
Baylor College of Medicine 
8207 Callaghan Rd. Ste. 110
San Antonio, Texas 78230
Phone: 210-348-0255
Fax: 210-348-0554
E-mail: aramirez@bcm.tmc.edu

Regional Network Centers
Northeast RNC
J. Emilio Carrillo, MD, MPH 
Co-Principal Investigator
Weill Medical College, 
Cornell University
New York, New York
Phone: 718-250-8394

Southeast RNC
Frank J. Penedo, PhD 
Co-Principal Investigator
Sylvester Comprehensive 
Cancer Center
University of Miami, Florida
Phone: 305-243-3981

Central RNC
María Fernández, PhD 
School of Public Health
University of Texas 
Health Science Center
at Houston
Houston, Texas
Phone: 713-500-9626

Northwest RNC
Eliseo J. Pérez-Stable, MD 
Co-Principal Investigator
University of California,
San Francisco
San Francisco, California
Phone: 415-476-9933

Southwest RNC
Gregory A. Talavera, MD, MPH 
Co-Principal Investigator
Graduate School of Public Health 
San Diego State University 
San Diego, California
Phone: 619-594-2362

National Hispanic Medical
Association
Elena Rios, MD, MSPH
Washington, DC

Program Consultants
Alfred L. McAlister, PhD
Lucina Suarez, PhD

We welcome your news items,
story ideas and suggestions.
Please send them to:
RedesEnAccion@uthscsa.edu.

Visit us online at www.redesenaccion.org
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N O T I C I A S : A R O U N D R E D E S

Southeast Region

Dr. Isabel Scarinci, Associate Professor of Medicine at
the University of Alabama, Birmingham (UAB) and
longtime member of the Redes En Acción network, was
recently awarded the 2007 Odessa Woolfolk Community
Service Award. Throughout her career, she has been actively

engaged in employing behavioral science
to promote breast and cancer screening
in the community, particularly among
Latina immigrants.

Dr. Scarinci has been involved in
Redes En Acción research, training and
awareness activities for several years. In
the Redes junior faculty training
program, she worked with the National

Network Center in San Antonio for three months developing
guidelines to assist Latinos who aspire to careers as cancer
researchers. In 2001, she was the inaugural recipient of the
Redes Cancer Career Development Award. She also was an
early Redes pilot project grant recipient for her study titled
Primary Prevention of Cervical Cancer among Hispanic Women: The
HPV Connection.

Northwest Region

Marynieves Díaz-Méndez, Redes En Acción Northwest

Regional Outreach Coordinator, teamed with the NCI’s
Cancer Information Service and the Women’s Cancer
Resource Center on a community workshop in Spanish to
increase awareness of clinical trials among the San Francisco
Bay Area Hispanic population. The title of the workshop,
conducted June 9, was Diez Mitos Comunes Acerca de los
Ensayos Clínicos sobre el Cáncer (Ten Common Myths about
Cancer Clinical Trials). Marynieves is Staff Research
Associate and Outreach Worker at the University of
California, San Francisco.

National Network Center

Dr. Amelie G. Ramirez, Redes En Acción Principal
Investigator, was keynote speaker at the 2nd Annual San
Diego Prevention Center Conference, San Diego State
University, attended by clinicians, educators and scientists.
Her presentation was entitled The Past, Present, and Future of
Community-Based Health Programs for Latinos.

P U B L I C A T I O N S  /
P U B L I C A C I O N E S

Chalela P, Velez LF, Ramirez AG. Social Influences,
Attitudes, and Beliefs Associated with Smoking Among
Border Latino Youth. J Sch Health. 2007 April;77(4):187-195


